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INTERSTATE COLTEPCE CCMIIRSION

FEPORT OF TEE CHIEF O TUE "L-7,U OF Q/FETY IF RE INVESTI-
GATION OF AN ACCIDRNT "HTCE OCCURRED O TEELAKE ERIF &
VESTERN HrILRO!D NEAR EAST LYNN, ILL., ON OCTUCER 15,

122,

December =2, 1:22.

To tne Commiselon:

1 On Octoter 15, 1932, there vwa< a head-end collision
cetwveen two freiekt trains on the Lake Erie & Vestern
Ra1lrozC near East Lynn, I1ll., Tesulting in the death of

1l erployee, anG 1 trespasser, and the injury of 2 employee:.

Loovcation ana methoa of gperation.

Tnis accident cccurred on that part of the Peoria
Division extending between Tipton, Ind., ana hankin 1aTo,
I11., & acistance of 104.3 males, in the vicinity of tue
point of acciaent this 1s o« single~tTrTack line over aicad
trains arc operatea by time-tacle and tralsa OILers, no
block=slgnal &ystem beling in use, Tae accluent occurres
about 1 miies test of East Lynn; «aprroalning tais polnt
from either direction the track 15 tangent ior several
wlles, vhile the grade 18 practically level., Tae station
and train order sigrnal at East Lynn are locatea on the
north side of the track, the latter being approximatel)

26 feet in height, and about 14 feet from tne track, ai-
redtly in front of the opgerator's windov. IT 1o a t70-
arm, Lro-position signal, of tne lowser juadrant &ewaphore
type. Owing to trees near the right-of-vay the view of
the train-order signal from tne engineman's side of a
weetbowna traln is lixzited to about B0O feet., The passing
&1ding at East Lynn 158 on the south siae of the wain track
and extends froz a point 1000 feet west of the station 1o
a poant 700 feet east thereof, Tnere was a dense fog at
the tige of the accident, wnich occurred at «bout ©.10 a.d.

Descrirtion.

Eastoouna freight train extra 5388 consisteu of engine
5388 ana a caboose, and was in charge of Conductor Gregg
ana Enginezan Eerri, At Rankin Yard, tos anltael terminal
4,2 miles west of East Lynn, the crew receivea a copy of
Form 31, %rain order No. 31, reaaang a5 follows:

"Eng 5388 run extra Rankin
1ard 0 Tipton Yara Take
Sidiny weev Extra b38H lUest
at East Lyna"

Extra 5388 aepartea frow Renkin Yara at ©.05 a.w., ana



after having proceeaed about 3 miles, shile travelang at a
sprecd estimated at 25 miles an hour, collided w~ith exira

-

B533%,

Westbound freight train extra 538Y consisted of 10
cars and a caboose, hauled by engine 538y, and was in chawg’
of Conductor Hughes and Engineman Rediger, This train
left Hoopeston, 6.8 miles east of East lynn, at 8 55 a.m.,
passed East Lynn, the last open office, at 9.10 a.wm., ana
while traveling at a speed estimated to have been betwsen
15 and 25 miles an hour cgollided with extra 5388.

The force of the impact drove engine 5388 backwards a
distance of ebout 85 feet, aerail'ng the front draving
whieels, w®hille engine 5383 wad aerailed to tne left and CaLe
to rest on its left side, parallel to the track, the for-
ward ends of both engines being considerably damaged., Thoe
first car in exura 578° was drwolisned and the second car
considerably damaged. The employee ktlled was the firewan
oI extra 5388,

Summary of evidence.

Agent - Operator Denman, stationed at East Lynn,
comes on duiy on Sundays to meet train No. 5. As soon as
westbound ftrain No. 5 passed East Lynn, on the day of the
accident, whaich was Sunday, the westbound train-order
gignal was placed in the stop position, in which position
1t remained untll this train reached Rahkin Yard, wnere it
is scneduled to arrive at 8.17 a.m. Agent - Operator
Denwan then cleared the train-order signals in ordger to
enable him to remove and clean the lawp more €asily.
Shortly atfterwards the ttrain dispatcher telephoned him, for
tne purpose of copying Form 31 train order WNo. 31, previous-
ly quoted, for delivery to extra 538y, dand Agent Denwan
Stated he 1immedrately dasplayea a stop indication on the
westbound train-order signal; then copied the order and
repeated i1t to the dispatcher, after shich the dispatcher
informea him that extra 5339 ieft Hoopeston &t 8,563 a.m.
About $.08 a.m., thinking it was time for this train to
arrive, Agent Denman sent outside to watch for 1t and after
a short time saw 1t approaching through the dense fog; he
al8o saw that the westbound train-—-order signal was properly
displayed, and went back into tne office to prepare the
tTaln order for delivery to the crew, However, as the
traln was traveling at a high rate of epeed when jJust east
of the station, and thinking that the indication of the
train-order signal might not be sesn in tice to bring tne
train to & stop, Agent Cenman went to tne window and en-
deavored to sttract the attention of Enginewan Redigel by
signaling that he har 4 train order for him. Shortly after-
wards he ran outsids and Just as he got to the door the
caboose went by; He then endeavored to attract the at-
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tention of Flagwan foolle,, who xas on tne rear platform,
but ne did not succeea i1n doing so. Agent Denaan stated
that on account ¢f tne fog, vision was limited to about
1,300 or 1,500 feet, he empnatically statea he not only had
heard the noise the train-order signal made rvhen 1t moved
to tne stop positiom, but also saw this signal was properly
Glsplayed for extra 538% at the time he ment cutside to
vatch for 1ts approach, Agent-Operator Mercer, egployed
at another station, wsas in the office at East Lynn and
Stated toat after he saw Agent-Operator Denman place the
train-order signal in the stop position, and also heard
train order No. 31 repeated to the dispatcher, he went to
nlshhome, shich 18 near tne station. Later he heard extra
5385 approachin., and roticed that 1t did not stop at the
8tatlon; knowing the contents of train order No, 31, he
lmuedlately started running towara the station and wshen
about 40 feet from his home coula plainly sée the westi-
bound train-order signal displaying a stop indication, at
wh1ch tiwme extra 538Y was about one-fourth mile west of
the station, He aid not rexember the position of the east-
bound signgl. Deputy Sheriff Harwood who was at the
§vation stated the westoounda train-order signal #d4s dis-
Playing a stop indication when the engine of extra 538w
¥as Just east of the station; ne also stated the aru on
the south siace was down, 1in which position a clear indicae-
tion 1s aisplayed for eastbound trains. Deputy Coroner
Van Etta was in conversation with Agent Denman just before
extra 5582 arrived. He saw this train approaching, and

48 the engine passed the station Engineman Rediger waved
{0 nlmkj; as soon as the caboose went by, Deputy Shreiff
Harwooo called has attention to the stop 1naication dis-—
rlayed by tne train-order sighal.

Enginewan Rediger statea th-t both arms of the train«
order signal were displaying clear indications at the time
extra 538> passed, at which time the speed was betveenm 35
and 28 miles an hour; he called the indication of the west-
bound signal to Fireman Evans ana Head Lraxenan De Camp,
but received no response., When he first saw extra 5388
through the fog he thought 1t wae the rear end of a train,
as the headlight on that engine was not burning; he shut
off stean and made a heavy air prake application, however,
on realizang 1t was an engine approaching, he moved the
brake valve to the emergency position, and jurped Just be-
fore the agcident occurred, Engineman Hediger estimated
the speed of his train at the time of the accident to nave
been about 15 or 18 miles an hour, The fireran, nead-
brakeman ana conductor did not see the train-order signal.
Flagman Toolley went out on the rear platform of the caboose
qren 1T was just east of the station and he statea that at
that time the westbound train-order signal was displaying
a c¢lear 1ndication, ana ne was of the i1npression the east-
bound arn was displaying a stop indlcaticn., He stayed on
the rear platform for a consiaerable aistance west of tne
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station, and on going 1inside informea Conductor Hughes the
westbound signal was clear,

Dispatcher Harty stated the first knowledge he had
that an extra east was to be run out of Rankan Yard was
when 1t ripcrtad for orders at 8.55 a.m,; he i1umediately
called Hoopeston ana was told that extra 538Y was working
in the west end of the yard and that an order coula not be
delivered to them; not knowing how long extra 538Y was
likely to be delayed at Hoopeston, he called Eust Lynn and
told the operator to copy a forwm 31 order for an extra
west, the order was transumittea and repeated at 8.5¢ a.m.,
at wnich time the operator at East Lynn told him that the
Stop signal was alsSplayed for west-bouna trains, later he
agaln called the operator at East Lynn and ¢alled his at=-
tention that train-order No, 31 was addressed to extra
538v west, In 1ssuing train-order Ne. 31 he omitted 1o
state in the oraer that 1t was being 1ssued to extra 538v
at the meeting point for the reason that the switch where
the eastbound train wxas re uired to take the saiding was
located about 65 car lengths west of the point wnere extra
538v was to receive the order, ne did not take any extra
precaution as rejuired by rule except to call the cpera-
tor's attention to the fact that the order was addressea
to extra 538v west, nad he kxnown the weather was foggy, he
would not nave 1ssued the order,

Dispatcner Harty sala that the rule relative to
issuilng Testrictive orders at weeting po.nts 16 usually
ovbeyea, but =t East Lynn the track is straight, tne train
order signal can be seen a long aistance and as far as he
knew the weather wws clear. It has been the practice for
operators to aavise him of fopgy weather. He stated that
had he neld extra 5388 at Rankan Yard for extra 538v west
it would prooably have delayed that train 30 wminutes.

Conclusions,

*hile the statements of witnesses 1n tnis case are
somewhat conflicting, the weight of eviaence indicates that
the train order signal was in the stop position when 1t
was passed by extra 538% and warrante the conoclusicn that
the accident was caused by the failure of Engineman Redaiger
properly to observe and obey the indication of the train-
order signal at East Lynn.

It 1s probable that the fog prevailing in the vicinaty
of East Lynn at the tiwe of the accident and the fact that
he was nearing the ena of his run and not likely to re=-
ceive a train order, lea En.ineman Reailger to be less ob-
servant than he shoula nave been and resulted in his fail-
ing to observe tnis signal. It was the engineman's duty



tCc obsérve this slgnaal and Ior his fallure to do go there
Cal DB No exXCusc,

The prirar; cause of %toe acciaent was the failure of
N ehgineman tc observe a trailn oraer signal; nowever, ihe
underly.ng Cclse was the 1ssuing of a train craer restrict-
1ag tne rights of a train at a point vnere the oraer ras
rcceivea, in violation of the rules,

Operating hule S-208 18 in part as follows:

"A train order aust not be sent %o a
superigor traln ot taoe meeting point 1f 1t can
be avolaed. ‘Laen «n order i8 so sent, the
faot will oe stated in the OTraer ana speclal
precautions wust be taken to insure safety."

The purpose of tnis rule is to proviae a wargin of
safety in arranging traln wovewents oy train oraer ana 1%
1s designed 10 previue protection in jJust such g situation
a6 this. The only exceptions wnich tae rule perwlis are
instances where 1t canulOt be avoided, «na in sSuch inetances
tle rule re uires that special precautions wust be taxsn 10
insure delivery of and ocbeaisnce %0 the oraer.

Dispatcher Harty aisregaraed all toe re uirements of
%15 rule., In the first plaoce he issued the oraer %O the
8ULerior train at the weeving point wmnen the only reason
tnat 1t coula not nRave been avolaed was that 1T woula wean
d possible delay of 30 winutes to an engine hauling a
Gaboose, a further exouse beiny that the switch where the
infericr train was to take tne siailng was 65 car lengtns
west or tne posnt wnere ithe superior train received the

order.

Dispatcher Harty also failed to state in the order that
it was 1ssued to the superior traln ay tne .eeting point,
neather did ne re uire the operater tc take any additional
precautions to insure the stopping of the train.

Had ne complied with the rule 1n tnls i1nstance in not
183uing the oraer at the uweetlag point, tnis accident coula
not have nappenea, or haa he re_uired tnc operator at Fast
Lynn to take special precaution such a5 placing torpedoes
upon the rall, 1t 18 prcbable that Engineman nediger's
attention would have been callea to tue rosition of the
Traln order silpgnal and the accident sould nct haive occurrea,
Disgatcher harty said haa ne xnown tonat 1t was foggy at
Eaat Llynn ne w~ould not nave 1ssuea tne order.

Fule 1361, relating 1o opeTrabtors proviaes:
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"They must report tane weether as re-
yuired and 1n case Ji aeny 8uaden change,
heavy storm, or fog make an 1mmediate re-
port vy wire to the trawn daspatcher."

Operator Denman at East lynn did not report the fog
to the train dicpatcher, stating that 1t was foggy when he
firs{ came on duty and he assumed that the daspatcher was
aware of the condition,

While tnere 18 no rule rejyuiring i%, had operator
Denwan had 4 proper interest in his work and regard for
safety ne wmould have taken some precautionary steus to
1nsure the Stopring of the train, He gnow the order was
issued at tne meeting point and of the existence of the fog
and was fully sware of the probable result of the non-de-
livery of tne train order.

At the time of the accident the c¢rew of extra 5385 had
been on duty ¢ hours and 5 mrnutes, previocus to which they
had been off duty B hours and 30 minutes.

hespectfully submittea,
W. P. BORLAND,

Chief, Sureau of Safety,



